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April 8, 2004 

Elisa Moffitt 

Medical Community U?ison 

Fresno District Office, SCIF 


Dear Ms. Moffitt: 

The following is in response to yourr~~~~~t for pi~~ificati6il:09th~ 

interpretation of Section 30,2 (ct;J(Z};ofthe ,Gali[QJ::pia Cod~·o(BE?gulations: 


"As part of a course of ch . ctic treatment;.aiduly Jic~nsed· chiropractor 

may use all necessary m ical, hygienic,. arid ':Siinitary" measures. incident 

to the care .of ~he body, ng, but no~ H~it~C!d~9; air/ cold; diet, exerCise, 

heat, light,. massag~, ph culture1 rest;.. ultras<>1.mCI, water; and physiciil 

therapy in the co · of •'nr·::.r-1-tC manipuJ~ . . . and}or adjustments." 


The Board interprets this regu nsed D.C.s may employ a 

wide variety of physical modaliti tment but that during most, if 


-not all, chiropractic office visits man :Should be provided to the 
patient. There are, of cau{~e, conditions contraindicate manual manipulation. 
WithSQ(T1e conditions (i.e, 7·~rly phase of acceleration/deceleration injury) 
manipt{l~~}ion,may not be i~~qrporated into the treatment program initially, but will 
be in rela:i\':ive.ly~prt order. •it~is is understood by the Board as reasona_ble and well 
Within the SCbJX'E;\~~pt~~~iCe. ,~9r other conditions (i.~. post.:surgicaJ rehaQilitation Of 
knee), manual manlp1:J!~ ..~!9·Q ~illnot be incorporated into the: treatment program at 
any point. This is perceived by the Board as being a violation of the scope of 4, 
chiropractic practice. ·· 

I hope you find the above helpful. Should you have further questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact my office. 


Yours truly, 

M. Maggie Craw, D.C., D.A.C.B.R., M.A. 

CBCE Consultant 


http:www.chiro.ca.gov


Dear colleagues: 

During the most recent DOOC teleconference I was asked (as l understood it) to provide you 
with the text of Article 1 Section 302 (a)(2): Practice of Chiropractic- Scope of practice. It is 
as follows (with punctuation intact): 

"As part of a course of chiropractic tre~tment, a duly licensed chiropractor may use all 
·necessary mechanical, hygienic, and sanitary measures incident to the care of the 
body, including, but not limited to, air, cold, diet, exercise, heat, light, massage, 
physical culture, rest, ultrasound, water; and physical therapy; ifJ1.tl}e .course of 
chiropractic manipulations and/or adjustments." ' ·· ':; , 

The Board interprets this as meaning that during most, if not all, chiropractic office visits, 
manual manipulation should be provided to the patient; Jhere are, of course, conditions that 
contraindicate manual manipulation. With some condition$ {i.e. early phase of 
acceleration/deceleration injury) manipulation may not be incorporated into the treatment 
program initially, but will be in relatively short or~.~f. This is understood by the Be>ard as 
reasonable and well within the scope of practice;<1for other conditions (i.e. p9st~surgical. 
rehabilitation of knee), manual manipulation will noti;>~incorporat?~ In~o tbr,.+reatment program· .. 
at any point. This is perceived by the Board as being a,violation ofth!~?scope of practice.··· · · 

:...,/ •' "''•'"'"••'•'•' ,.,,,,' . . 

It was mentioned during the telecpnfJ~~I1te:t~~~"'(;l~orne~Mipl;1f!el Schroeder, one of the . 
framers of this regulation, clairl'lj.that the colon s~parating theterm "water" from the phrase 
"and physical therapy in the i~:~rse of chiropractici1J.af1ipulationsand/or adjustments" was 
placed there intentionally so,!!~~at the rules applying toiphysical therapy would somehow be 
different than those applying~@ air, cold, diet, etc. ll~~ Board is 'f/811 aware of Mr. Schroeder's 
'punctuation defen forth ctice of physical ther;a:Py by chiropractors. The Board staff, . 
our deputy attorn I . many others have discussed the issue at length. . 
Nonetheless, I can u from my own experienqefhat when complaints alleging violation of 
302, such as that ill above; are submittedto the Board and are shown·to have 
foundation:__ we do with semi~ I!;V~I of the disciplinary process .. 

'·<' -:::--,,~ ,." >;::. ,' 

I hope you find the ab lpful. Should you have need to refer to any portion of the statutes 
andreg~l~~JOf1S pertinent · practice of chiropractic in California, you my find them at 
www.chirc5::Sa.gov.. 

~ ,., ; '• '>' •.. :j,\~1s',,; 
< , ... : : .:. :': ' '·:·· ~.,.:: 

M. Maggie Craw, D.C., DACBR; M.A. 

CBCE Consultant · 


http:www.chirc5::Sa.gov
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